Highlights from the speeches:
· Bulgarian Minister of Regional Development and Public Works Lilyana Pavlova declared the Government’s intention to develop the infrastructure, enforce the Danube Strategy, promote tourism and intergovernmental dialogue.  
· Deputy Minister of Economy, Energy and Tourism Valentin Nikolov emphasized the Government’s ambition to liberalise the Bulgarian energy market and its wish for a new energy policy to support it. 
· Mr. Jorg Sollfelner, Country Manager for Bulgaria of EVN AG said that the price of energy for Bulgarian consumers is actually low as compared to consumption. 

· The largest mobile operator “MobilTel” starts investing in the setting up of internet infrastructure in the remote and smaller towns and villages, and not only in larger cities in Bulgaria, said Andreas Maierhofer, CEO of MobilTel AD Bulgaria during his participation in Vienna Economic Talks on Wednesday. “It is our belief that providing high-speed internet access is a basic precondition for Bulgaria’s regional development”, Mr. Maierhofer said. He, however, complained that his company needs to wait for months to obtain permits for setting up of infrastructure and appealed to simplify the administrative procedures and decrease bureaucracy related to permit issuance.
· Minister of Transport Ivaylo Moskovski drew attention to the new projects Bulgaria intends to develop, which are related to the active enforcement of the Danube Strategy – development of the Danube River ports with Austrian influence. He informed that a major Austrian postal chain is ready to invest in the modernization of the Bulgarian postal service. In the months to come, concrete steps are envisaged to be taken for the application of e-Government in Bulgaria. 

· Dr. Michael Angerer, Head of Commercial Section at the Embassy of Austria in Sofia appraised Bulgarian market positively on the basis of the experience of Austrian investors in Bulgaria. He noted that the legislative process in Bulgaria is too dynamic – laws are amended shortly after their adoption. This is a factor which hampers the attraction of investors.
· Minister of Labour and Social Policy Totyo Mladenov said that 17 EU Member States have opened their labour markets for Bulgarian workers. He emphasized the trilateral cooperation agreement signed by Bulgaria, Greece and Romania, according to which labour inspectorates from the three countries will exert control together to guarantee the rights of workers and employers and to battle disloyal competition. Minister Mladenov accented on the network of Labour Attaches in the EU Member States, who provide assistance to Bulgarian citizens. The Minister pointed out the funds for subsidized employment, training and qualification granted by the European Social Fund as the most important tools for increasing employment. He also underlined the important role of the other European funds for job creation.   
