


GENERAL INFORMATION 

Official name: Republic of Bulgaria 

Area: 110 994 sq.m. 

Population: 7.4 million 

Capital: Sofia 

Time zone: EET (UTC+2) 

Official language: Bulgarian 

Currency: Lev (BGN) 

Fixed exchange rate: € 1 = BGN 1.95583  

Corporate income tax: 10% 

Personal income tax: 10% 

VAT(standart): 20% 

Type of government: 

Parliamentary 

democracy 

Member of: EU, NATO, WTO 
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WHO WE ARE? 

  (IBA) is a Government institution providing 

information, contacts and project management support to potential investors. 

IBA services: 

 Macroeconomic data on Bulgaria 

 Legal advice 

 Data on operational costs 

 Regional information: industrial zones and 

infrastructure, data on unemployment, skilled labour 

force and level of education  

 Recommendation of investment project sites 

 Identification of potential suppliers, contract 

manufacturers and joint-venture partners 

 Personalized administrative servicing 

 Liaison with central and local governments 

 Liaison with branch chambers and NGOs 
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WHY INVEST IN BULGARIA? 

1. Political and business 
stability 

 EU, NATO & WTO 
member 

 Currency board 
 Low budget deficit and 

government debt 
 

     reasons  
to invest in  
   
BULGARIA 2. Low cost of doing 

business 
 10% Corporate tax rate 
 10% Personal tax rate 
 Lowest cost of labor  
 Favorable office rents  
      and low cost of 
utilities 3. Access to markets 

 European 
Union/EFTA 

 Russia 
 Turkey/Middle East 

 

4. Educated and skilled 
     workforce 
 

5. Government incentives 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT BULGARIA…? 
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 MACROECONOMIC INDICATORS 
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Croatia 

Russia 

Greece 

Italy 

Turkey 

Hungary 

Slovenia 

Romania 

Czech Republic 

Belgium 

Bulgaria 

Hong Kong SAR 

New Zealand 
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BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT 
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FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT 
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Country 

 

Income Taxe(%) 
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VAT(%) 
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COST OF DOING BUSINESS  

3.75 € (m2/mon) 

Industrial Rents 

12.50 € (m2/mon) 

Office Rents 
Salary(Min.) - 196 € 

Salary(Avg.) - 450 € 

Cost of Labor 

One of the most competitive costs in Europe! 
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0.84(€/kWh) 

Electricity 

0.034(€/kWh) 

Gas 

1.09(€/1м3) 

Water 



INDUSTRIAL ZONES IN BULGARIA 
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THE GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS 

 Manufacturing 

 Research & development 

 Education 

 Healthcare 

 High-tech services 

 Warehousing and logistics 

 

 

The Investment Promotion Act (IPA) and the Regulations for 

Application of the Investment Promotion Act (RAIPA) introduce a 

system of promotion measures for initial investments in tangible and 

intangible fixed assets and creating new employment linked thereto, 

according to the European Commission Regulation (EC) No. 651/2014. 
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 Investments must be related to the following sectors: 



THE GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS 

www.investbg.government.bg 

 Shortened administrative procedures 

 Preferential acquisition of state or municipal land 

 Financial support for professional training / education 

 Infrastructure subsidies 

 Labor cost subsidies 

 Individual administrative services 

 Benefits for certified investors include: 



CLASS A 

Services sector 
(incl.BPO) 

- €1.5m or €0.5m and 
150 working places 

Manufacturing 
Industry 

      - €5m or €2m and 
150 working places 

Regions with high 
unemployment rate 

- €2m or 25 working 
places 

High-Tech 
Manufacturing 

- €2m or 25 working 
places 

High-Tech Services 

- €1m or 50 working 
places 

CLASS B 

Services sector 
(incl.BPO) 

- €0.75m or €0.25m and 
100 working places 

Manufacturing 
Industry 

- €2.5m or €1m and 100 
working places 

Regions with high 
unemployment rate 

- €1m or 10 working 
places 

High-Tech 
Manufacturing 

- €1m or 10 working 
places 

High-Tech Services 

- €0.5m or 25 working 
places 

PRIORITY 

Services sector 
(incl.BPO) 

- €50m and 200 working 
places 

Manufacturing 
Industry 

- €50/25m and 200 
working places 

Regions with high 
unemployment rate 

- €25m or 100 working 
places 

High-Tech 
Manufacturing 

- €15m or 100 working 
places 

High-Tech Services 

- €10m or 50 working 
places 

CLASS A, B & PRIORITY INVESTMENT CRITERIA  
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CLASS A, B & PRIORITY GOVERNMENT INCENTIVES 

       Knowledge + Incentives 

GET SUCCESS 

 Information services 

 Shortened administrative procedures - The central and local government authorities will provide administrative 

services shortened with one-third of the time period established by the law 

 Financial support of up to 25% for the vocational training for obtaining professional qualifications 

 Reimbursement of labor costs paid by the employer 

 On the request of certified investor the corresponding authorities may transfer ownership rights or establish a limited 

ownership right over real estate (private state or private municipal property) without a tender 

Only for Class A investment incentives: 
 Consulting and individual administrative services.  

 Financial support for construction of technical infrastructure elements to the borders of the project site, needed for 

implementation of one or more investment projects. 

  Institutional support 

  Financial grants of up to 50% for education and R&D projects and up to 10% for manufacturing projects 

  State tax exemption for changing the land status 

  Acquisition of real estate private state or private municipal property without a tender and at a price lower than the  

market, but not lower than the tax assessment of the property 

  Establishment of public-private partnerships with municipalities, universities, other organizations from the 

academic society and etc. 

Only for Priority investment incentives: 
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IT development Back office 

operations 

Chemical and 

metal Industry 

Engineering Food 

LEADING GLOBAL COMPANIES INVESTED IN BULGARIA 

www.investbg.government.bg 

http://www.google.bg/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=IfluMAHaXfoS6M&tbnid=CZyHgsIPYx0uDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.prweb.com/releases/2007/02/prweb502855.htm&ei=x4gjUdCqFIThqgHi4ICoDg&bvm=bv.42553238,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNEMpTM3LI7QGU8O3Fa6NURh0N1YZA&ust=1361369656184773
http://www.google.bg/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=uqeGXa869aFnYM&tbnid=9mXAEUQuix_4RM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.neilsquire.ca/latest-news/partnership-blooming-city-booming/&ei=6IgjUdOfPIasqAG8hYDgAg&bvm=bv.42553238,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNFT6jkTD_NNNZPtyYjYuwKe_uzJsw&ust=1361369702069439
http://www.google.bg/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=eAYFI9GtqVgE0M&tbnid=IlI1CoLDGAuMkM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.bigmat.be/FR/PRODUITS/Maconnerie-Cimentage-exterieur-detail-71&ei=_IkjUbLcFqSayQGilIDIDA&bvm=bv.42553238,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNEhpP51k_E-46s3bud2GElRirPWjw&ust=1361369977498039
http://www.google.bg/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=7lXv5kGfXmkfRM&tbnid=TZ61yiFEhIJckM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.aviationnews.eu/2009/11/16/lufthansa-technik-secures-string-of-me-deals/&ei=Q4ojUcz8CYei9QSKnoHoAw&bvm=bv.42553238,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNGOqrK-db4Lgexrlx21FPCy82kFOg&ust=1361370048331206
http://www.google.bg/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=CxiVJoHsQcBfEM&tbnid=7Ce28GdxsOiMTM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://symbolphotos.blogspot.com/2010/12/nestle-logo-photos.html&ei=CosjUabWFOygyAHa_YDQBQ&psig=AFQjCNGxISLtiAly8qY1RAPB0iB02HWB8g&ust=1361370246091154
http://www.google.bg/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=x65zbNCwaH8NDM&tbnid=3bXED_oo4yIBsM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://gra2173goldengrids.wordpress.com/2011/02/12/katz-logo-post-3/&ei=UYsjUfrpJeLZyQGZ-YHIBQ&psig=AFQjCNEauHo03S9FZTuVkzhbWdGvCy0Kmw&ust=1361370280042888
http://www.google.bg/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=M6ZFCKjFnJJD-M&tbnid=8lTGd992f-CVtM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://logobuffer.com/carlsberg-logo-logo-resources/&ei=dIsjUemFHMeSyQHK_oCoBA&psig=AFQjCNEWDgKiRAy6C_32radk6_Ypmdl9zg&ust=1361370350087933
http://www.google.bg/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=7cc4SYwm7vi2UM&tbnid=d85qAIel_N1ntM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://free-extras.com/images/heineken_logo-10274.htm&ei=kIsjUf_MOaj8yAHP54GYBQ&psig=AFQjCNFTvCIBiPJdr-Qtn_kCGE07ra7MfA&ust=1361370379833053
http://www.google.bg/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_dl3W0bNRR2IUM&tbnid=QuNoJCpE29faVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/beerglasscollector/Molson_Coors.htm&ei=MIwjUc7IOcOoyAGgsoG4BA&psig=AFQjCNFPL_ORN2FIIBPbK7KI5ATNVTsYZQ&ust=1361370526568561
http://www.google.bg/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=I2fR5-xDyxTU1M&tbnid=a6ooWxz0gnfccM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://blog.crowdspring.com/2011/03/font-law-licensing/&ei=iIkjUdO7D4StqQHJnYGwCQ&bvm=bv.42553238,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNGXfdW3xuBgoliqJ2T86rwOHriDgg&ust=1361369852018282


INVESTBULGARIA  AGENCY 
31 Aksakov Street 

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria 

Tel.: ( +359 2 ) 985-5500 

Fax: ( +359 2 ) 980-1320 

E-mail: iba@investbg.government.bg 

Web: www.investbg.government.bg 
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