Working towards a better Europe, the Cyprus Presidency has set four main priorities:

1. Europe, more efficient and sustainable

The aim will be to promote effective policies that will result in more efficient governance, addressing the uncertainty and instability caused by the crisis. The negotiations on the Multiannual Financial Framework for the period 2014 – 2020 will be the main priority of the Cyprus Presidency. 

2. Europe, with a better performing and growth-based economy

The Presidency will seek to work on the new enhanced framework of economic governance and reinforce budgetary surveillance, so as to ensure fiscal stability. 

3. Europe, more relevant to its citizens, with solidarity and social cohesion 

The Cyprus Presidency will aim to work towards bringing Europe closer to its citizens, giving emphasis on youth employment, in view of the rising unemployment rates in the Union. Furthermore, one of the most important objectives of the Presidency is the establishment of the Common European Asylum System by the end of 2012, focusing on building up practical cooperation between Member States in protecting the rights of those in need of international protection. 

4. Europe in the world, closer to its neighbours.

Special emphasis will be placed on the southern dimension of the European Neighbourhood Policy, in order to enhance the relations with Mediterranean partners, while ensuring pluralism and a multi-faceted relationship and thus, promoting the multiplication of channels of communication with all fields of society. 

The Presidency will also promote all processes related to enlargement and work towards strengthening food security, aiming to give emphasis on EU development goals, ensuring progress on the Union’s development commitments. 

Growth can also be promoted through a strengthened EU external trade policy and the Cyprus Presidency will work towards this direction. 

