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Southeast Europe Economic Forum                                                                     
Challenges Ahead of Economic Recovery

Kempinski Hotel Marinela Sofia, 18 - 19 June 2015


        Special events on Bulgaria 
 
Sofia Hall 1
10:00 - 15:30  Legal Frameworks for Growth and Jobs

Official partner: World Bank // In partnership with Bulgarian Government and Deputy Prime Minister for European Policies Coordination and Institutional Affairs
10:00 Opening 

10:30 – 12:30 – Doing Business in Bulgaria: What it takes? – Listening to the Business - a panel discussion focusing on the private sector concerns and outcomes from a short survey preceding the event 

12:30 -13:30 Lunch break
13:30 – 14:30 Drilling down: Is it the law or its implementation the main root cause? – Experience from WBG Administrative barriers work in Bulgaria

14:30 – 15:30 Where does Bulgaria stand? Benchmarking - WBG shares thoughts key obstacles to job creation on demand and supply side
Kyoto Hall 
14:00 – 15:30 Reforming the hospitals, an important part of the healthcare reform
Official partner: National Patients’ Organization
Presentation of the report “Health Establishments for Hospital Care in Bulgaria. Financial Outlook 2006 - 2013”, prepared by Simbula. Discussion with (representatives of the Ministry of Health), managers of leading public and private hospitals and patient organizations on the key trends and findings of the report. Exploring the current concepts for the hospital care reform trough the financial perspective. Discussing on the key inefficiencies of the hospital care system and identifying parallels with the proposed reforms. Does the reform address all the needs? The patient perspective to the stable and sustainable healthcare system.
· H.E. Petar Moskov, MD, Minister of Health of the Republic of Bulgaria
· Dr. Jacques de Toeuf, Chairman of the MB, Healthcare Belgium
· Mr. Jivko Ivanov, Managing Partner, Simbula
· Prof. Gencho Nachev, MD, CEO, St. Ekaterina Hospital (tbc)

· Dr. Iavor Drenski,  MD, CEO, Tokuda Hospital Sofia (tbc)

· Asst. Prof. Dr. Kostadin Angelov, MD, CEO, Aleksandrovska Hospital (tbc)

· Dr. Stanimir Hasurdzhiev, MD, Chairman of the MB, National Patients’ Organization

Challenges Ahead of Economic Recovery
14:00 - 16:30 Registration/Accreditation
Sofia Hall 2+3
16:30 - 17:20 Official Opening: The Common Path to Economic Recovery in Southeast Europe
· H.E. Boyko Borissov, Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria (tbc)
· H.E. Meglena Kuneva, Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria for European Policies Coordination and Institutional Affairs
· H.E. Bojidar Loukarsky, Minister of Economy of the Republic of Bulgaria
· H.E. Lilyana Pavlova, Minister of Regional Development and Public Works
· H.E. Petre Moskov, Minister of Health of the Republic of Bulgaria
· Mr. Ognian Zlatev, Head of the Representation of the European Commission in Bulgaria
· Mr. Christo Mihailovsky, Member of Bulgaria Economic Forum and  CEO of BCRA
Moderator: Mr. George Tabakov, Chairman of SEEF

17:30 - 19:00  The Juncker's Investment Plan - Opportunities for the Business in SEE. The Importance of the Financial and Private Sectors 
Official partner: H.E. Meglena Kuneva, Deputy Prime Minister for European Policies Coordination and Institutional Affairs  and The Representation of the European Commission in Bulgaria

According to this large-scale and ambitious investment plan the European Commission foresees investments in EU amounting to over EUR 300 billion in near future. Following that plan the Member States will propose numerous investment projects.

· What are the gears of this new financial engine?
· The role of different players: EC, EIB, financial institutions and private sector?
· Which are the priority projects to be proposed by Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece and Romania?
· H.E. Meglena Kuneva, Deputy Prime Minister for European Policies Coordination and Institutional Affairs 

· Ms. Aglika Sabeva-Tzvetanova, European Semester Officer, Representation of the European Commission
· Ms. Flavia Palanza, Director, Central and South Eastern Europe, European Investment Bank
· Mr. Alexis Charitsis, General Secretary, National Strategic Reference Framework

· Representative of Bulgarian Development Bank
Kyoto Hall 
17:30 - 20:00 Developing High-tech and ICT Products in SEE - Good Examples and Perspectives. The Role of High-tech Parks

· What determines success in the field of high-tech and ICT?

· Is regulatory environment in SEE ‘innovation-friendly’: patents and property right

· The business-science-administration triangle 

· Whose is the risk and whose are the benefits? Mechanisms and scenarios of sharing responsibility and benefits

· How to gain and utilise effectively the funds intended for the development of innovations?
· From the laboratory to the market. Commercialisation of technologies and innovative products.
· Ms. Elitsa Panayotova, Executive Director, Sofia Tech Park JSC
· PhD Marius Mitroi, Head of Innovation Funding Department Development and Innovation Funding Division, Executive Agency for Higher Education, Research, Development and Innovation Funding, Romania
· Mr. George Dimitriou, Technopolis - Thessaloniki IT Business Park

· Mr. Goran Mladenovic, Cluster Manager, Ni CAT - Nis Cluster of Advanced Technologies Nis
· Mr. Svetislav Pantic, President of the Management Board, Center of Excellence and Innovation, Serbia

· Dr. Paris Kokorotsikos, CEO, Euroconsultants SA Group& Chairman, i4g incubators, Greece
· Mr. George Karantonis, Hellenic Mobile Cluster

· Ms. Zeynep Sarilar, Software Industrialists Association, Turkey
· Mr. Stefan Bumov, Chairman, Bulgarian Outsourcing Association

· Ms. Marina Blagojevic, Director, ICT Network, Serbia
· Мr. Dan Garlasu , ANIS VP in charge of Academic Initiatives, Romania
· Mr. Vasilis Thomaidis, President, COMPUCON SA, Greece
Moderator: Mr. Stamen Kotchkov, Chairman, BASSCOM
Sofia Hall 1   

17:30 - 19:00 Opening Session of Balkan Trade Bridge 2015 - Promoting Foreign Trade in SEE
Official partner: The Bulgarian Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion Agency 
· How does globalization and crisis change the trade flows in our region?
· What are the export markets for the economies of Southeast Europe?
· Where are the new markets and forgotten destinations?
· State actions in support of the exports. The economic diplomacy?
· The trade challenge in Southeast Europe – getting to know better the neighbors.
· Internationalization of enterprises and problems related to this phenomenon.
· Experience and knowledge about the market, environment and culture. Traps of ignorance.
· How to build competences that are needed to operate in Balkan countries markets?
· Mr. Juan Torrents, President, World Free & Special Economic Zones Federation 
· Ms. Marieta Zaharieva, Executive Dorector, Bulgarian Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion Agency
· Ms. Iva Špoljar Šarić, International Cooperation Officer, Croatian Agency for SMEs, Innovations and Investments
· Ms. Anna Karshovska, Head of Business Development and Controlling Department, Bulgarian Export Insurance Agency
· Mr. Minko Gerdjikov, Member Board of Directors, Piraeus Bank Bulgaria AD
19:30 - 21:30 Reception
Sofia Hall 3    

10:00 – 12:30 Economic Cooperation between Countries in SEE - Round Table of the South-East European Cooperation Process (SEECP) Ministers of Economy within the Bulgarian Presidency of the SEECP
Official host: The Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Bulgaria
Invited Ministers of Economy from: Republic of Albania, Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Hellenic Republic, Republic of Macedonia, Republic of Moldova, Republic of Kosovo, Republic of Romania, Republic of Slovenia, Republic of Serbia, Republic of Turkey, Republic of Croatia, Montenegro.
· Mr. Alexis Charitsis, General Secretary, National Strategic Reference Framework
"Parameters of EC annual budget and the Multiannual Financial Framework with respect to the countries of the Western Balkans"
· Mr. Victor Bojkov, Head of Unit, DG NEAR 
· Mr. Dimitar Djambazki, Team leader Budget Coordination, EC - Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations, Unit E2 - Budget and Operational Audit

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch break

13:30 - 16:00 Investment Climate and Investment Opportunities in Southeast Europe (Round Table of the Investment Promotion Agencies from SEE and experience of foreign investors in the region)
Official host: Invest Bulgaria Agency
· Mr. Socratis Ploussas, Hellenic Startup Association
· Mr. Stefan Yordanov, CEO, Lufthansa Technik Sofia
· Mr. Daniel Hoffmann, Head of Production Support, Lufthansa Technik Sofia
· Mr. Novinić, Managing Director, Agency for the Investments and Competitiveness, Croatia

· Ms. Aleksandra Bucevac Goranovic, Project manager, Montenegrin Investment Promotion Agency
· Ms. Maja Vukasevic, Head of direct investors support sector, Montenegrin Investment Promotion Agency
Kyoto Hall
9:30 - 11:15 Changing the Urban Environment into a Smart City. Experience and Future Projects of the Big Municipalities in SEE. Technology Solutions
· Projects that transform an urban organism into a smart city

· Managing the municipal property for creation of smart urban space

· Smart solutions for the infrastructure indispensable for the idea of smart city - transport, energy systems, communications, waste management 
· Environmentally-friendly technologies and smart solutions for industrial zones
· Involving the private sector 
· Ms. Andreea Strachinescu, Head of Unit, European Commission, DG Energy, Unit C.2 - New energy technologies, innovation and clean coal 
· Mr. Svetoslav Mihaylov, Smart Cities & Sustainability, DG CNECT, European Commission
· Mr. Ivan Popov, General Directorate "Programming of Regional Development", Minitry of Regional Development and Public Works of Bulgaria
· Eng. Ivan Totev, Mayor of Plovdiv, Bulgaria
· Spiros Pengas, Deputy Mayor of Tourism, International Relations and e-Governance, City of Thessaloniki, Greece

· Mr. Dan Diaconu, Deputy Mayor of the Municipality of Timisoara, Romania
Moderator: Mr. Andrew MacDowall, correspondent focusing on central and eastern Europe. (Medias: Financial Times, the Guardian, Business New Europe) 
11:30 - 13:00 Importance of the Free and Special Economic Zones, Logistics and Transport/Warehousing Facilities for the Global Connectivity of SEE
Official host: National Company Industrial Zones (Bulgaria)
· Development of the Special Zones sector in SEE in terms of production, processing and forwarding goods

· How to foster new industrial partnerships through the development of zones, logistics and transport/warehousing facilities between production centres and EU and world markets

· New investment and business ideas
· Mr. Juan Torrents, President, World Free & Special Economic Zones Federation

· Mr. Dragan Kostic, General Director, Free zone Pirot

· Representative of the National Company Industrial Zones (Bulgaria)
· Ms. Olga Stoichkova, Commercial Manager, Tishman International
Moderator: Ms. Courtney Fingar, Editor-in-Chief, fDi Magazine & Head of Content, fDi Intelligence (a division of the Financial Times Ltd)
13:00 - 14:00 Lunch break

13:30 - 14:30 EU Funds for SEE - Transnational Cooperation in the New Programming Period

Presentations of the new territorial cooperation programmes 2014-2020 - available budget, priority axes, eligible countries/areas, eligible partners. Programmes in focus:

· Danube Transnational Programme;

· Balkan-Mediterranean Transnational Programme;

· Adriatic Ionian Programme (ADRION); 

· INTERREG EUROPE;

· Bulgaria - Serbia IPA Cross-border Programme.
•
Ms. Klára Dobrev, Chief Executive Officer, ALTUS Group, Hungary - Transnational Cooperation in the New Programming Period

•
Ms. Roberta Calcina, Project Manager, SEE Transnational Cooperation Programme - Presentation of Danube Transnational Programme, Balkan-Mediterranean Transnational Programme and Adriatic Ionian Programme (ADRION);

•
Ms. Maria Duzova, General Director, Directorate General “Territorial Cooperation Management”, Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works - Presentation of INTERREG EUROPE and Bulgaria - Serbia IPA Cross-border Programme

•
Ms Nina Hristovich-Galabova and Mr Nikola Hristovich, Finsys- Horizon2020 - New Opportunities
Moderator: Ms. Klára Dobrev, Chief Executive Officer, ALTUS Group, Hungary
14:50 - 18:00 Let's be Partners – Partnership speed meetings
Networking for partnerships in the new transnational cooperation programmes: 

· Danube Transnational Programme;

· Balkan-Mediterranean Transnational Programme;

· Adriatic Ionian Programme (ADRION); 

· INTERREG EUROPE;

· Bulgaria - Serbia IPA Cross-border Programme

Each participant will have the opportunity to take part in individual meetings organised on the basis of speed dating. The meetings will be organised in 5 groups (one for each programme) that will run simultaneously.

During the event participants will present their ideas, check the ideas of others and start new partnerships. 
10:00 - 13:30 Balkan Trade Bridge 2015
Balkan Trade Bridge will be organized for second consecutive year. The event is designed according to the ‘reverse trade show’ model; the event will provide a platform for individual pre-arranged business meetings 
between CEOs/Purchasing Managers from companies (buyers) with suppliers and producers of products and services (suppliers) from Bulgaria and the region. 

13:30 - 14:30 Lunch break

14:15 - 15:45 Health for Growth. Clinical Trials as Strategic Priority
· Dг. Boiko Penkov, Deputy Minister of Health of the Republic of Bulgaria
· Dr. Jacques de Toeuf, Chairman of the MB, Healthcare Belgium
· Mr. Ivan Georgiev, Chairman, Bulgarian Association of Clinical Research
· Ass. Prof. Asena Stoimenova, Director, Bulgarian Drug Agency
· Dr. Borislav Borisov, Consultant, Prescription Agency 
· Dr. Stanimir Hasurdzhiev, MD, Chairman of the MB, National Patients’ Organization
· Prof. Asen Gudev, Chairman, Union of Bulgarian Medical Specialists (tbc)
Day 1  Thursday 18 June





Day 2  Friday


19 June








<For more information please contact SEEF team at: info@biforum.org # m.hristeva@biforum.org
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