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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE             Draft 08.10.2026

“Financial and Investment Support for SMEs”

Sofia International Money Expo – SIM Expo 2026

SOFIA – REGIONAL FINANCIAL HUB

November 5, 2026

Hall Sredetz, Sofia Balkan Palace Hotel, Sofia
P R O G R A M

	09:00–9:30 ч.
	Registration and coffee

	9:30–10:00 ч.
	Official opening
Moderator: Vladimir Tomov, Chairman of the Investment Council at the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI)

Invited guests:

· Aleksandar Pulev, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy, Investments, and Industry (tbc)

· Ivan Vasilev, Minister of Innovation and Digital Transformation (tbc)

· Representation of the European Commission in Bulgaria (tbc)

· Vasil Terziev, Mayor of Sofia Municipality (tbc)

· Tsvetan Simeonov, Chairman of the BCCI

· Boyko Takov, Executive Director of the Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Promotion

	10:00-11:00 ч.
	Institutional support for business development

Moderator: Lilyana Pavlova, Vice-President of the European Investment Bank (2019–2023)

· Damyan Popovski, Head of the EIB Representation in Bulgaria

· Manuela Naessl, Head for Bulgaria, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

· Alexander Georgiev, Executive Director, Fund of Funds

· Tsanko Arabadzhiev, Executive Director, Bulgarian Development Bank

· Vessela Margaritova, Senior Banker, Black Sea Trade and Development Bank

· Martin Gikov, Country Officer for Bulgaria, International Finance Corporation (IFC)
· Nadejda Grochkova Leruste,  Council of Europe Development Bank

	11:00-12:00 ч.
	Equity investment supporting business growth

Moderator: Kamen Slavov, Partner (Financial Strategies), SCION

· Hristo Stoyanov, Regional Manager for Bulgaria, European Investment Fund

· Evgeni Angelov, Chairman, Bulgarian Private Equity and Venture Capital Association

· Manyu Moravenov, Executive Director, Bulgarian Stock Exchange

· Marin Iliev, Managing Partner, Vitosha Ventures

· Nikolay Mavromatis, Managing Partner, Bayena Ventures AD

	12:00–13:00 ч.
	Lunch

	13:00-14:00 ч.
	Financial and guarantee instruments for SMEs

Moderator: Vladimir Tomov, Chairman of the Investment Council at the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI)

· Kiril Velichkov, Director of European Projects and Financial Instruments, UBB and UBB Interlease

· …………,  UniCredit Bulbank

· Martin Radosvetov, Director of Compliance and ESG, SIS Credit

· Galabin Galabov, Executive Director, Bulgarian Export Insurance Agency

· Rafi Shirinyan, Manager, Tradewind Factoring EOOD

· Daniela Angelova, Ebury
· EOS (tbc)

	14:00-15:00 ч.
	Big Money for Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises – European Funding Programs for SMEs

Moderator: Doncho Barbalov, Member of the Investment Council at the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI)

· Iliyana Ilieva, Director of the General Directorate "European Funds for Competitiveness," Ministry of Innovation and Growth
· Boyko Takov, Executive Director of BSMEPA
· Other ministries

	15:00–15:15 ч
	Coffee break 

	15:15–16:00 ч.
	Foreign Direct Investment – ​​Business Benefits and Economic Stimulus

Moderator: Doncho Barbalov, Member of the Investment Council at the BCCI

· Asen Nenchev, Executive Director, Bulgarian Investment Agency

· Dr. Maria Hristova, CEO, Sofia Investment Agency 

· Efstathios Sideris, Chairman, Council of Foreign Investors in Greece
· Roberto Santorelli, General Manager, SANTORELLI
· Marin Hristov, Eurohold, Electrohold

· Ahmed Nasr, Founder, BDS Holding B.V., Arab-Balkans Corridor
· Other

	
	

	
	


Working languages: Bulgarian and English (with interpretation)
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Project № BG16RFPR001-1.013-0001

„Implementation of measures for the internationalization of the Bulgarian SMEs by supporting the activities of the Bulgarian Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion Agency (BSMEPA) – Phase 2“, funded by the Programme “Competitiveness and Innovations in Enterprises” 2021–2027, co-financed by the European Union
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