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VERTICAL CORRIDOR

Perspectives on transport development in
the Balkan peninsula.
The role of Greece, Bulgaria and Romania

November 6 2026 at 10:30 AM
at the Sofia Hotel Balkan in Sofia, Bulgaria.





PRELIMINARY AGENDA
November 6, 2026Sofia Hotel Balkan, Sofia

"VERTICAL CORRIDOR. PERSPECTIVES ON TRANSPORT DEVELOPMENT IN THE BALKAN PENINSULA. THE ROLE OF BULGARIA, GREECE AND ROMANIA"

Organizers: 

Bulgarian-Hellenic Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BHCCI), Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI), Bulgarian Aviation Industry Association (BAIA), and Bilingual Chamber of Commerce Bulgaria-Romania (BCCBR).

Media partner: Dir.bg
Event Host:   Gabriela Dimitrova, Director International cooperation and International Organizations at the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI)
10:30 ORGANIZERS' WELCOME ADDRESSES:
Savvas Karafyllidis, President of the Hellenic-Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (HBCCI)

Tsvetan Simeonov, President of the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI)

Todor Ivandzhikov, President of the Bulgarian Aviation Industry Association (BAIA)

Doru Dragomir, President of the Bilateral Chamber of Commerce Bulgaria - Romania (BCCBR)

10:50 OPENING


KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
Rumen Radev, Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria

Aleksadar Pulev, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy, Investments and Industry of Bulgaria 
Georgi Peev, Minister of Transport of the Republic of Bulgaria 
Christos Dimas, Minister of Infrastructure and Transport of the Hellenic Republic
Ștefan-Ovidiu Popa Minister of Transport – Romania (tbc*)

Konstantinos Gkioulekas, Deputy Minister of Interior (Sector Macedonia and Thrace), Hellenic Republic
12:45 PANEL I – RAILWAY CONNECTIONS AND A RESILIENT INTEGRATED RAILWAYS NETWORK. 

Dimitris Skalkos, Secretary General for International Economic Relations and Openness of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Murad Turk, Deputy Minister of Transport and Communications of Bulgaria, Railway Transport Sector (tbc*)

Ion Simu-Alexandru, General Director CFR Infrastructure (Romanian State Railways) (tbc*)
Daniel Apostolache, General Director Carpatica Feroviar (Romanian State institution for cargo on railway) (tbc*)
Eng. Dian Boev, Manager of "BDZ - Cargo" EOOD (Bulgarian Railway Freight Transport) (tbc*)
Traian Preoteasa, General Director CFR Calatori (Romanian State Institution for passengers on railway) (tbc*)
Kancho Hristov, Chief Executive Officer and Member of the Board of Directors of "Holding BDZ" EAD (Bulgarian State Railways) (tbc*)
Zoi Koletsa, Brunch Manager Thessaloniki CMA CGM GREECE (tbc*)
Moderator: Sergey Stanishev, Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria (August 17, 2005 – July 27, 2009) and President of the Party of European Socialists (PES)
13:35 KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

CHRISTODOULOS TOPSIDIS, Governor of the Region of Eastern Macedonia and Thrace

13:50 Coffee Break

14:05 PANEL II – TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE DIPLOMACY 
Dr. Velislava Petrova-Chamova, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria (tbc*) 

Despoina Koukoulopoulou, Minister Plenipotentiary / Ambassador (tbc*)

H.E. Brândușa Ioana Predescu – Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Romania to the Republic of Bulgaria (tbc*)

H.E. Mr. Emil Jacotă – Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Moldova to the Republic of Bulgaria (tbc*)

H.E. Ms. Olesya Ilashchuk – Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Ukraine to the Republic of Bulgaria (tbc*)
Moderator: Moderator: George Kremlis, Ambassador for Bulgaria of the European Public Law Organization (EPLO)
14:35 PANEL III – MOTORWAYS CONNECTIONS AND BRIDGES OVER THE DANUBE. THE ROLE OF THE PORTS.

Alexander Todorov, Chairman of the Management Board of the Road Infrastructure Agency of Bulgaria (API)

Cristian Pistol – General Director CNAIR – National Company for Road Infrastructure Romania (tbc*)
Mihai Teodorescu, General Director Port of Constanta (tbc*)

Ivaylo Bashalov, Executive Director of the Port of Ruse 

Marian Măroiu, General Director Port of Giurgiu (tbc*) 

Tihomir Todorov, President of Board of Directors of "Port of Varna" EAD
Georgios Seitanidis, Sales and Business Development Supervisor, Thessaloniki Port Authority (ThPA S.A.)
Moderator: Lilyana Pavlova, Minister of Regional Development and Public Works (September 9, 2011 – March 13, 2013; November 27, 2014 – January 27, 2017), Minister for the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the European Union, and Vice-President of the European Investment Bank (EIB)
15:05 KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Apostolos Tzitzikostas, European Commissioner for Sustainable Transport and Tourism, European Commission
15:25 PANEL IV – EU FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS FOR TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE AND PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS (PPP).
Dr. Dimitrios Tsitsamis, President of the Greek Association of Supply Chain Management - GASCM/EELBE
Konstantinos Moraitidis, First Vice President of the Thessaloniki Chamber of Commerce and Industry (TCCI)

Paul Nită, President ARILOG – Romanian National Logistics Association

Galabin Galabov, Chairman of the Management Board and Executive Director at the Bulgarian Export Insurance Agency (BAEZ) JSC
Cristian David, Head of the Representative Office in Bruxelles, Bucharest Chamber of Trade and Industry

Delyana Ivanova, Chair of the Supervisory Board of the Bulgarian Development Bank (BDB) (tbc)*.

Iuliana Badea, General Secretary of the Freight Forwarders Association of  Romania 
Athanasios Petropoulos (Thanos), Honorary President of the Bulgarian-Hellenic Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BHCCI) and Managing Partner at Forvis Mazars.
Moderator: Mihaela Karadimova, Mihaela Karadimova, Deputy Minister of Economy, Investments and Industry
16:00 FORUM CLOSURE
Please note: This is a provisional agenda and is subject to change. Speakers marked with "tbc*" are pending final confirmation.
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